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greater scope in Warsaw, and soon he obtained
new appointments. His income, however, was
still inadequate, for two daughters had since been
added to his family. He, therefore, decided to turn
his house into a boarding-school for the children
of gentlefolk. With some of these his son formed
friendships, with Tytus Woyciechowski, for ex-
ample, and Juljan Fontana and the brothers
Anton and Felix Wodzinski. These four were
Fryderyk's friends for many years.

During childhood, Fryderyk was pale and de-
licate in appearance and girlishly sensitive. At
the sound of music he would frequently burst into
tears. The pianoforte-keyboard drew him like a
magnet. It is to his parents' great credit that they
did not attempt to oppose his temperament.
Before he was seven years old they decided to
place him in the hands of Adalbert Zywny. This
worthy man was a Czech, a good teacher and a
sound musician. The basis of his teaching was
the music of Bach, and this, therefore, was the first
important influence in the development of
Fryderyk Chopin's mind. No less than any other
great artist's childhood, Chopin's has been loving-
ly adorned with anecdotes. According to one
story he played a Concerto at a charity concert at
the age of eight. " What did the audience like
best ? " his mother excitedly asked him after the
concert. " My beautiful collar," said the boy.
In another story, the Grand Duke Constantine's
name is set like a large jewel. The great prince
became interested in the boy, and at the age of